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February already and Christmas but a distant memory. But things are
looking up this month. Days are getting longer, the snowdrops are out, and
Donald Trump has flunked out of coming to Britain. Perhaps he can hold
off until after the next presidential election and he won’t need to come at all.

Speaking of Snowdrops, our cover this month captures the lovely sight
of approaching spring. 

Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote of them with affection as well.
Many, many welcomes, Prophet of the gay time,
February fair-maid, Prophet of the May time,
Ever as of old time, Prophet of the roses,
Solitary firstling, Many, many welcomes,
Coming in the cold time, February fair-maid!

Closer to home, I am sure Anglesey Abbey will be getting ready for their busy snowdrop
weekends throughout the coming weeks.

To this month’s edition now.
Plenty to read about this month, in the February magazine, with details on the progress of

several projects form the Parish Council. Incidentally how many of us regularly read the
minutes of the Parish Council meetings? Hearing the discussions that go round, about what is
happening in Bottisham and the conjecture and conclusions that people come to, would suggest
that not many of us do. Every meeting of the PC is minuted and published on the PC website
(next to the link to all copies of the Cresset!). There you can glean a lot of information about
what the latest state of play is in our village. You will find it at www.bottishampc.co.uk 

I am reminded that Gerry Daish has produced over 60 editions of his Sports nut articles
which are always an interesting and informative read.

Likewise Paddy James has been keeping us up to date with the latest in travel news and Tony
Jolley continues to give us thought provoking articles.

These and many others are most welcome and help to make the magazine as interesting a
read as it is. A big thank you to all our contributors.

Finally can I draw your attention to the small advert on page 19, for student exchange with
a French family? I have to apologise for making a major typo last month resulting in the phone
number being wrong. Wrong enough to only have 5 digits which certainly does not work with
the Cambridge exchange but did mean that no other person was plagued with strange phone
calls. All the more embarrassing because they are good friends of mine. Hopefully it is right
this month and will result in a good response.

Have a good February and if you are of a romantic nature don’t forget that Valentine’s day
is on the 14th. 

Your Editor, 
Peter Walker



2

Healthy Walking at Wandlebury Country Park, CB22 3AE Every Thursday: 10am or
10.30am-11am A sociable group walk starting at the Stable Rooms at 10am, or 10.30am
for a shorter stroll, until 11am finishing with tea/coffee. All welcome, suitable for all
abilities. Free and no need to book, please arrive 10 minutes early to register if it’s your
first session.

Basket Weaving at Wandlebury Country Park, CB22 3AE Saturday 3 February:
10am-4pm Experiment with willow to weave a simple basket. Beginners and improvers
welcome. Tools, tea, coffee and biscuits provided. Bookings essential - £45 per adult or
accompanied child aged 14+ (members £40). Parking is available on site and costs £3
per vehicle, free to members all year round.

Volunteer Hedge Laying at Coton Countryside Reserve. CB23 7PZ. OS grid reference
TL 414 577 GB Wednesday 7 February: 10am-3pm Enjoy learning this ancient
practice to produce a thick living barrier and wildlife ‘corridor’. Wear warm, waterproof
clothing and tough shoes, bring a packed lunch and drink. Free event, no need to book.
Meet at Martin car park notice board. All instruction, equipment and tools provided.

Family Bushcraft Fun at Wandlebury Country Park CB22 3AE Saturday
24 February: 11am-3.30pm Have fun learning essential bushcraft skills: making
shelters, using fires, camouflage, outdoor games and tracking around the park. Booking
essential - £30 per family/small group, children must be accompanied. Parking is
available on site and costs £3 per vehicle, members free. For more information: email
bookings@cambridgeppf.org, call 01223 243830 extension 207 or visit
www.cambridgeppf.org/whats-on.

Cambridge, Past, Present & Future
-  A colourful month of activities 

About Cambridge Past, Present and Future (CambridgePPF) Founded as
Cambridge Preservation Society in 1928, CambridgePPF is a registered charity
campaigning to keep Cambridge and its surroundings special by positively influencing
planning developments, delivering environmental education and managing the green
spaces and historic buildings in its care. Its diverse property portfolio includes
Wandlebury Country Park and its Iron Age Hill Fort; Coton Countryside Reserve;
Barnwell Leper Chapel; Bourn Windmill, Hinxton Watermill plus various wildlife sites
and historic buildings. Key achievements include protecting sites such as Grantchester
Meadows, the Gog Magog Hills and Wandlebury Estate from development and helping
to establish the Cambridge Green Belt in the 1960s. CambridgePPF has a growing
membership, which makes a vital contribution to the cost of conserving, managing and
developing its sites. With its HQ at Wandlebury, the charity has a mix of busy full and
part-time staff and is run by a Board of Trustees together with Advisory Committees
staffed by dedicated volunteers. For more information about the charity and benefits of
membership: www.cambridgeppf.org
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Services in Holy Trinity Bottisham in February

Sunday 4th 11am Holy Communion
Wednesday 7th 8pm Compline by Candlelight
Sunday 11th no service in Bottisham

10am Benefice Communion in Swaffham Bulbeck
Sunday 18st 8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 

11am Morning Prayer
Sunday 25th 10am Benefice Morning Worship

8am Holy Communion in Swaffham Prior
9.30am Children's Church in Lode

Benefice services are services shared by the five churches in the Anglesey Group
(Bottisham, Lode, Quy, Swaffham Bulbeck and Swaffham Prior). Details of these services
can also be found on the Bottisham pages of the Anglesey website
(angleseygroupparishes.co.uk). Any late changes in times or places of services will be
given there, along with a notice of any funerals or weddings in Holy Trinity.

VOLunTEERS PLEASE
Speedwatch is operated within the community by sanction of the local Parish
Council and Bottisham Speedwatch would like to balance its existing team
with additional volunteers. The scheme is designed to allow independent
volunteers to use speed measuring equipment to monitor and report to the

Constabulary the details of speeding vehicles in specific areas where
speeding is of concern. Speedwatch is not enforcement as this is the sole

responsibility of the police.

Interested community minded persons 
should contact the

Parish Clerk: clerk@bottishampc.co.uk
Mobile: 07914 219732
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What does love look like?
This is how a group of children responded to the question:
"When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend down and paint her toenails anymore.

So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. That's
love.”..."When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know that
your name is safe in their mouth.”...   ”Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.”...
”Love is when you kiss all the time. Then when you get tired of kissing, you still want to be
together and you talk more. My Mummy and Daddy are like that. They look gross when they
kiss”...  ”Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and
listen.”...  ”If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.”...
"Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they know
each other so well.”...  ”During my piano recital, I was on a stage and I was scared. I looked at
all the people watching me and saw my daddy waving and smiling.  He was the only one doing
that.  I wasn't scared anymore.”...  ”Love is when Mummy gives Daddy the best piece of
chicken.”...  ”You really shouldn't say, 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you
should say it a lot. People forget.”

Each of these children’s quotes speaks to me - the connotations of love that is sacrificial,
putting others first.  I love the phrase, ‘your name is safe in their mouth’,  I believe God knows
your name and mine, and he calls us to himself by name (Isaiah 43).  They speak of a deep
love, more than a fuzzy feeling we get inside, but growing strong over a long time, being
tested.  They speak of loving those who make it hard for us to love them.  They speak of a
father who waves and smiles at us to let us know he’s there and he’s cheering us on.  A love
that gives the best and a love that is truly meant.  A love that is communicated - not assumed, or
taken for granted.  They speak to me of the love of my Father in heaven, the source of all love
(1 John 4.7).  Why not Stop;  Listen;  Look? Where is the evidence of love in you, around you
and working through you?

People are longing to hear that they are loved.  God’s love for us is demonstrated in Jesus
Christ giving His life for us that we might have life in Him (Romans 5.8, John 3.16-17).   You
are loved!

It would be great to welcome you to RENEW if you’d like to explore more about Jesus and
what it means to follow Him with us. Rev. Alan Brand

REnEW Services for February 2018
We have activities for children and young people at all our RENEW morning services.

A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome.
Croissants and drinks are available before Morning Worship from 10.10am.

Sunday 4th February. Morning Worship. 10.30am (Bottisham Primary School)
Sunday 11th February. Morning Worship. 10.30am (at the School) 

Followed by shared lunch
Sunday 18th February. Morning Worship. 10.30am (at the School)
Sunday 25th February.  Morning Worship.  10.30am (at the School)
There will be no evening services at Lode Chapel in February

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW Church please contact:
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk
Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk

RENEW Church
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SN Handyman Services
A friendly and reliable service for all 

your general home and garden maintenance. 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass

Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds 

▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing 

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…!

Free estimates & advice given on all work
References available upon request.

P L E A S E  C A L L  
Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701
Bay Tree Cottage ▶74 High St ▶Swaffham Bulbeck
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Bottisham Village College 

ADULT LEARNING
LEARN SOMETHING NEW IN 2018!

Evening Courses starting in January include:
Assertiveness for Effective Communication - Creating Glass Jewellery

Creative Painting and Drawing - Floristry: Spring Flowers for Fun
Garden Design – an Introduction - Indian Cookery - Singing for Fun

Microsoft Excel – an Introduction (February) - Watercolour for Beginners
Woodwork and DIY Skills for Beginners
Saturday Workshops - 3 February 2018

Cook with your Kids - Get to Know your iPad/Tablet 
Mindfulness - Revamp your Make-up

Layered Lino Printing - Make an Appliqué Shoulder Bag - Rush Basket Making
Russian Decorative Painting - Stained Glass Momento

Enrol at any time by visiting our website www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
Tel: 01223 811372  email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org

Facebook: BottishamAdultCommunityLearning or Twitter: @CommunityEdBott
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ANGLIA TREE CARE
LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE
All work carried out to BS 3998

Free Estimates Given within 7 days

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK
M E M B E R
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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N.C.S.
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED
l OIL&GAS BOILERS
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL 
07824 727277 or 01638 662760

EMAIL
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK

WEBSITE
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk 

*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount
Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance
- Competitive rates -
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Parish Notes
January’s meeting was a very quiet one with not much happening over the Christmas period so
not a lot to report this month.  Our District Councillors reported that East Cambs District
Council has set up a waste disposal company as they will be taking over waste and recycling
collections themselves from Veolia, the current company as of April 2018.  Residents will also
be given the opportunity to purchase a second blue recycling bin at a one off cost of £25 and
further details will be forthcoming.  Collections days will remain the same as they are now.
They also reported that work on the footpath through Lysander Close will soon begin.
Speedwatch in the community is sanctioned by Bottisham Parish Council to operate in this
village but is led by independent volunteers.  Changes to operational guidelines have been
introduced which means more/new volunteers are needed to carry out operational checks.
There will be a separate report in the Cresset detailing how residents can get involved. Please
take the time to read it.  We are also considering purchasing moveable battery powered speed
indicating devices for speeding hotspots in the village to help educate motorists to keep within
the legal speed limits.  

Lastly Lode Parish Council are organising their annual litter pick.  They come along the road
to Bottisham and along the B1102 to Quy and Longmeadow. They have asked if any volunteers
from Bottisham could meet at the entrance road to Hall Farm on Lode Road on Sunday
February 4th from 2-4pm to do any litter picking.  Several residents and parish councillors
helped out last year.  They are also organising the opening of the Lode to Quy cycle path on
Sunday March 11th at 10.30am and further details are in the Cresset.

Claire Fullwood, Parish Clerk

17/02032/FUL  41 Beechwood Avenue, Single storey side and rear extension, NEW
APPLICATION

17/02048/FUL 3 Mulberry Close, First floor extension plus alterations to internal layout. New
detached garage, NEW APPLICATION

17/02081/FUL  40 Bell Road, Proposed two storey side extension, single storey rear extension
and loft Conversion, NEW APPLICATION

17/02101/FUL 19 Tunbridge Close, Single storey rear and front extensions, part single/part two
storey side extension and mono-pitched roof on porch, NEW APPLICATION

17/02082/FUL 28 Lode Road, Single storey front and two storey rear extensions, NEW
APPLICATION

17/01876/FUL Bottisham Place Farm, Creation of new farm access,  APPROVED BY ECDC

Planning Notes

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 February. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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M&P
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN

Patios, Block Paving, Fencing,
Turfing and all Gardening needs.

References available on request.

Local tradesman • Free estimates

PLEASE CALL

01223 811144
MOB 07837358550

FED UP OF COMMUTING

Landlord: David Turner 01223 811350. 
Please enquire at the farmhouse.

david2lawrence@sky.com
Letting agent: Redmayne, Arnold and Harris

01223 323130

Downing Park has an office to let:
• Modern office (2400 sq ft) within a refurbished

Grade II listed timber frame barn.
• Cambridge telephone number & postcode 

(CB25 0NW).
• Ample on-site car parking.
• Viewing welcome.
• Rents up to 50% less than Cambridge Science Park
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POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 25 YEARS
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING:

• Furniture • Quality jewellery and Costume
jewellery • Collectables • China, glass, ceramics •
Old toys • Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass
• Militaria - uniforms, medals, weapons • Old tools
• Old garden ornaments • Anything considered

Polite & confidential service.  Good prices paid.
Please call: Steve Durrant 01638 507037 / 07740 591194

WANTED

ALAN R. COOPER 
BSc(Hons)Pod. M.Ch.S

Podiatrist/Chiropodist• Newmarket
(Est. RC Cooper SR Ch.1934)

Routine Chiropody & Home Visits
Ingrown Toenails by Local Analgesia 
& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing)
Briomechanical Assessment + Orthosis
Instruments sterilised by Autoclave

TELEPHONE 01638 662840
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

GERMAN
LANGUAGE
COACHING

Native German Speaker
Qualified Teacher

Coaching to GCSE level
Karin Hulme 812669
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There have been some changes to local bus times for the 10/11/12 but they are slight.  As I
write, a link has just popped up to say that boxes of timetables are due to be delivered and the
10/11/12 will be in one booklet.  Bus stop displays are about to be updated I am informed.  One
change that may be of interest is that the 17.55 11 bus from Bury that arrives at Newmarket at
18.25 will now run on to Cambridge via Bottisham A1303 stop at 18.38 and on to Cambridge
arriving at 19.00.  There is also a 12 from Ely at 5.40 and 6.35 both slightly earlier.  The 17.50
10 from Cambridge has a couple of minutes added to its timing probably due to Newmarket
Rd. congestion.  Newmarket Library has a list of all the changes in a small notice by the bus
timetables.  Times are also available on the web at suffolkonboard.com or through Suffolk
County Council’s site.

I have mentioned before that I have interesting discussions on the buses and learn of people’s
usage.  A contact recently spoke of the fact that she can use her bus pass at 9 a.m. on Saturdays
and also Sundays and Bank Holidays if she is somewhere that has such buses, which are just a
memory to us locally!  There is to be an upgrade to the A1303 in our area and there will be
separate lay-bys at the bus stops by the junction of the High St, Bottisham and the A1303.  That
will be a big improvement as I was deposited recently in the grass with my shopping trolley –
usually it is just the mud!  Some drivers are very helpful, however.  Hopefully it will help
indicate more prominently that there is a bus stop there so that people exiting the High St realise
that  buses coming from Cambridge and indicating left are not the 10 turning left but can be
the 11 or 12 indicating that they are going to stop at the bus stop.

The recent BBC2 programme ‘Fighting for Air’ was interesting as it tried to cut traffic
pollution.  Some of our Stagecoach buses use bio-fuel.  It emphasised the problems of stop/start
traffic which causes more levels of pollution. On our narrow village roads parked cars add to
this problem of ‘stop and start’ also the humps.  Could there be an app for connecting public
transport possibilities?  A recent taxi driver demonstrated his app and the different coloured
roads in Cambridge according to their level of congestion.  It is now suggested that services
such as Whim could show you the separate legs of a journey – trains, taxis, buses and do you
need a bike for the final stretch?!  It is possible locally to log on and find out where your bus
is.  Bus stops often have the contact details. 

National Express coaches worked very efficiently over the Christmas period.  You do need
to book early.  As I was returning from Stratford, London on Boxing Day there were people
expecting to just join a coach for Stansted but they were arriving already fully booked.  The
trains, of course, were often not running due to strikes, still ongoing in various places as I write,
or to works on the line.  The annual rise in rail fares is difficult particularly for regular
commuters.  Some people will pay up to 13 % of their salary just to get to work and back home
and this at a time of wage stagnation.  People complain of the difficulty in finding the right fare.
Commuters in France, Germany, Italy and Spain pay between 2.5% and 5% of their salaries to
travel to work.  At least rail managers now understand the demands of winter conditions and
there are points heaters, de-icing trains and emergency back-up provision.  This year there are

Public Transport Matters

continued on page 19
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to be big improvements – the opening of Crossrail’s Elizabeth Line, which will transform
cross-London traffic and the unveiling of London Bridge station’s reconstruction, a modernised
sleeper service to Scotland, new trains and more seats on the east coast and on the main line to
the west.  The lack of seating is a common complaint.  Punctuality has fallen and more people
are claiming compensation - £73.6 million was paid out to travellers in 2016-7 up from £44
million the previous year.  Most was for trains being more than half an hour late but some was
for other grievances such as poor service and dirty trains.  Govia Thameslink was the one most
affected due to the strikes, delays and cancellation.  Its compensation bill jumped from £2.2
million to just under £15 million in the year to March 2017.  Comment has also been made
about the rising cost of petrol.  The debate has arisen again about the privatised as against a
nationalised railway system.  This was due to the bailing out of Virgin and Stagecoach over the
east coast line.  Final bills for projects are always a lot higher than the estimate.  The National
Audit Office says in a report that Govia Thameslink, which includes Cambridgeshire services,
has not provided value for money since taking over train routes three years ago - it is
condemned as the worst on the network.  The Department for Transport was also criticised for
not ensuring adequate staffing before awarding GTR the franchise.  There had been too few
drivers to ensure an adequate level of service.  However, in May this year a fleet of new high-
tech trains will be introduced on the Cambridge to King’s Cross line as part of a £7 billion
improvement scheme.  The new Class 77 trains which were purpose built in Germany are
coming in as part of the Government sponsored Thameslink programme, which will see
Cambridge linked directly to central London, Gatwick Airport and beyond as far south as
Brighton.

In Europe it is not uncommon to see double decker trains.  We did have two from 1949 to
1971 but they were then discontinued.  They ran on the Dartford Loop line and had been
designed by O.V.S Bulleid of Southern Railway, who was known for innovation.  The class
4DD trains managed to squeeze 12 standard compartments into a normal length carriage,
where usually there were nine.  They couldn’t raise the height due to low bridges.  Some
carriages survive at heritage railways.

Rail info: 08457 48 49 50       Traveline: 0871 200 22 33          
Happy travelling - Paddy James

continued from page 17

Student
Exchange

A French girl from Provence would like to exchange with an English girl 
of 15 or 16. Either at Easter, April 14-29th or in the Summer of 2018.

Please contact Barbara Walden on 01223 811478
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D.K.TILL & SON IN LAW
COAL AND SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS

Family run business for 40 years
Coal, Logs, Charcoal, Gas, Compost

TEL: David Till; 01223 232947 - Kevin Crisp; 07523044521 
Email: dktill@hotmail.co.uk
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Not much ‘seasonal’ advice to promulgate at this ‘soggy’ time of the year.  However, it would
be remiss  to neglect to reinforce the smoke alarm message. Remember, if you live in a multi-
storied property do have a sensor fitted on every floor – if you need help or advice please
ask.  Also, as the weather tends to encourage us to ‘hunker down’, do keep in contact with
our neighbours and friends who don’t get out much. Make sure they are Ok - they may need
our assistance.  Fires, open or enclosed, should be run down prior to bedtime – just in case !

One other point. My friend Michael reminds me that our main road is one of the most
dangerous in the area. . With this, plus all the weather and traffic related  situations we face,
in mind please take extra care, warm clothes and a blanket on your journeys – a ‘hot toddy’
too ( non-alcoholic of course )  just in case. Whilst ready and waiting to come to the rescue,
CFRS would prefer not to have to attend any RTAs – or any emergency for that matter. 

Now well into the New Year, CFRS continues to provide an umbrella of protection
should the worst occur   As with all other emergency services, CFRS personnel are highly
trained and motivated to ensure that they can cope with all eventualities.  To enable this to
happen, CFRS is continuing its quest to recruit more ‘on-call’ Firefighters.. This is how I
started 50 years ago in Wootton Bassett, and why I continue to support the good work
carried out by CFRS. I recognise that Bottisham is no longer ‘just round the corner; from
what was our local fire station in Swaffham Bulbeck – cover now coming from Burwell and
Cambridge- but if you do know of anyone around Burwell who might be interested, please
get in touch. 

And remember  -  ‘keep testing’  -  it may just save a life! Michael White

For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign
up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook.

In November Gina Radford came to talk to us.  Gina as well as being Deputy Chief Medical
Officer is also an Ordained Priest and as a Curate helps Sue Giles administer to all of us in
the Anglesey Benefice of Churches. 

Gina told us that many years ago she was a GP and loves her work because not only does
she help to look after peoples’ physical and mental health she can administer to their spiritual
needs as well on  Saturday and Sunday.  During her talk she showed charts giving us some
facts about the upside and downside of life expectancy.

Our meetings usually take place at 2.30 on the third Thursday of each month in Lode
Chapel.  Our next meeting will be on February 15th when Hazel Williams is giving a talk on
‘Collecting her MBE from Buckingham Palace.’  You are most welcome to come and join us.

Anglesey Group  Mothers’ Union
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• Drains Unblocked Fast
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks
• Guttering and Downpipes
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys
• High Pressure Water Jetting
• Domestic and industrial
• All Work Guaranteed
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Bottisham & District Gardening Club

Our December meeting was the Christmas Social and started with a presentation to our
retiring Chairman, Derek Latchford, by the present incumbent Julia Green. Derek has been
a member of the club for many years and has served as a committee member, secretary and
finally as chairman. He will be very much missed from the committee but we hope to see
him and Pam at meetings for many years to come.

Julia then introduced the speaker for the night. Sylvia Overton has been doing the
Christmas presentation for ten years now, and John had done them before that and must take
credit for his many excellent photographs. Sylvia always donates her fee to the Library so
has been a source of regular income there during that time.

Sylvia’s talk was on their recent journeys through Iceland, Sweden and Norway. Until
recently, Iceland was a well-kept secret. The first visit took place in the summer of 2016,
shortly after the embarrassment of the England football team’s defeat by Iceland, of which
no mention was made by the locals! It is an island with natural beauty in abundance, made
up of an ice cap covering one-third of the whole island and populated mainly around the
perimeter. It keeps its mild temperature because of the Gulf Stream and uses natural hot
springs to power industrial and housing needs. Darkness falls only between 1 and 3 am and
even then it is not dark, there is a very orange hue. Slides showed the many waterfalls and
the natural plant and wild life – plenty of puffins and they have a recent problem with polar
bears that come over on ice floes. Sadly, they’re not wanted because of imported diseases
so they are shot. One picture showed an area of water which wasn’t there in the 1930s but,
with today’s global warming, is now a large lake which is host to a variety of fish and seals.
More recently, in winter 2017, the Overtons visited Norway and Sweden. Again we saw a
very clean, Scandinavian scene, with a picture-book landscape and some quirky touches –
you are welcomed to Oslo with a picture of Munch’s The Scream. The opera house is built
to look like an iceberg and on the frozen fjord there was a sculpture of a sinking ship. These
are cold countries and they know how to deal with the weather: there is a snow-melting
system under the streets so no thought of things grinding to a halt. Sylvia and John certainly
have some interesting holidays and it is fascinating to join them in reviewing their visits.
The evening closed with a glass or two of mulled wine, mince pies, and the Christmas raffle. 

So on to 2018 and we wish all our members and readers a very happy and healthy New Year.
We have a good selection of speakers coming up, as shown below. Please contact me if you would
like any further information about the programme or the club generally. We meet in the Poppy
Room at the British Legion on the fourth Tuesday of the month and visitors are always welcome.
DIARY DATES
23 January: Self-sufficiency from your garden, by speaker Nigel Start
27 February: Red 2 Green: the story so far and plans for the future, speaker Phil Bailey
27 March: A History of Easton Lodge – the Countess and her Gardens,

Claire Matthews
29 April: Annual Spring Lunch at the Newmarket Golf Club

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary     
Tel: 01223 811072 - Email home@mclaughlin34.plus.com 
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“A Library outranks any other one thing a community can do to benefit its people. It is a
never failing spring in a desert”.

“There is not such a cradle of democracy upon the earth as the free Public Library”
Two pertinent quotes from Andrew Carnegie the Scottish American business magnate who

became the richest man in America and then devoted the rest of his life to large scale
philanthropy in particular local libraries. He gave about $350 million dollars away!

We had a lovely friendly morning on 9th December when Olinda Liddiard held a Christmas
themed Story and Rhyme time session for the under 5’s followed by entertainment from the
Bottisham Hand Bell Ringers. The Saturday art group were also in the Library that morning.
Thank you to all who helped.

We shall soon be receiving a further selection of Large Print books to add to our current stock.
Please use them – they might be too heavy for bed time reading but they are by current authors
and quite up to date – a better selection in some ways than the regular adult fiction stock.

Recent statistics show a large increase in the borrowing by juniors, visitors to the Library and
reservations. However adult issues have fallen – we would like to see new borrowers and for our
regular visitors to read more. An extra book or two to be taken out each time maybe.

There is a separate advert for our Quiz night on 3rd February elsewhere in the magazine.
Please support us as this is our main fundraising effort each year. We shall try to have some
easier questions for those of us with fewer “little grey cells”

Sylvia Overton

Bottisham Community Library Association

Two Christmas events to report on for December - our Christmas Party on 12th December
at Queens Court started with a meal prepared by members. We had a Christmas Quiz
devised by Susan Mersh which tested our little grey cells and were then entertained by the
Bottisham Bell Ringers who played seasonal music. Our raffle proceeds for the evening
were sent to the City Church Charity for Christmas Hampers for those less fortunate than
ourselves. As per tradition we finished the evening with carols.

We had an excellent Christmas Meal at Newmarket Golf Club for 55 members with
husbands and partners on Monday 18th and again sang carols led by Richard Morris
accompanied by Miriam Ogborn on the keyboard. This was enjoyable and I can see this
becoming another tradition.

Don’t forget to contact Jenn White on 01223 811600 if your Club or Group would like
to take part in the Special Community WI Centenary event we have planned for 6th June at
Bottisham Primary School. 

Our next meeting is at Queens Court at 7.30pm on Tuesday 19th February when Julie
Bounford will be telling us “The remarkable Story of Heffers of Cambridge”

New members are most welcome – we are now in our Centenary Year and we are hoping
to celebrate it well

Sylvia Overton

Bottisham WI
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OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally & efficiently
clean ovens, ranges, Agas, 
ceramic hobs, extractors,

microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job, why
not give me a call?

Contact Paddy Kelly on
Tel: 01638 742703
Mob: 07752 631343
Email: info@ovenpad.com
Website: www.ovenpad.com
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Another year well under way and already the garden is reawakening for the coming season.
EAAA is also gearing up for the inevitable - missions to help people, people in our region
because of whatever misfortune, need the intervention of the emergency services and, in
particular, the potentially life-saving services of EAAA to get them to the most appropriate
hospital for their critical needs - FAST. Just after Christmas Anglia Two, the helicopter from
Cambridge, landed near the surgery in Tunbridge Lane - yes, emergencies do occur close
to home.

To keep up this fantastic work we need lots more support as we cannot rely upon funding
from Central government. So - please do all you can to help keep the two life-saving
‘choppers’ flying. In addition to donations, please consider nominating EAAA to benefit
from quizzes, cycle rides, coffee mornings, walks and rambles, parachuting - in fact
whatever activity you can devise. EAAA will do whatever it can to support you. And don’t
forget the EAAA Lottery - an extremely valuable income stream for the Charity. Last year
winners came from across the region - this year it could be you. Lottery Membership
Applications are available on-line via WWW.EAAA.ORG.uk 

Michael White

East Anglian Air Ambulance

IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SELL OR WANT TO BUY OR EVEN TO SWAP, THEN
THIS PAGE IS YOURS TO USE. Send details of Item, price and landline Phone Number
to BottishamCresset@gmail.com. Max. 5 Items. Entries by 12th of the month for next
months issue.

DESCRIPTION PRICE TEL

Sewing Machine, Jones electric. Old but working. 
Variety of stitch options £15 813583

Yamaha PSR-E403 Keyboard/Synth, with folding, height-adjustable 
stand, expression pedal and storage/transit bag. VGC. £85 811424

Sales, Wants and Swaps

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 February.
Please send material to the editor at 

BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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News from Bottisham Medical Practice
Patients’ Group

Winter Pressures on the nHS:  Please remember the A & E department is for Serious
Accidents and Emergencies only, for urgent cases call nHS 111 outside GP hours.  The
Ambulance Service is also under serious strain so please use it wisely.

Message from nHS England: 
There are lots of things you can do to stay well this winter.
• Get expert advice - If you start to feel unwell, even if it's a cough or a cold, don't wait

until it gets more serious. Seek advice on the best treatment from a pharmacist.
• Make sure you get your free flu jab- Flu is a highly contagious and can cause serious

complications for at risk groups. Adults over 65; those with long term health conditions;
children aged 2-8; carers and pregnant women may all be eligible for a free flu
vaccination - ask your GP today.

• Stock up your medicine cabinet - A well-stocked medicine cabinet can help you treat
common winter ailments such as coughs, colds, sore throats and sickness bugs at home.  

• Keep warm - Keeping warm, both inside and outdoors, over the winter months can help
to prevent colds, flu and more serious health problems such as heart attacks, strokes,
pneumonia and depression.

• Get the right help - Make sure you're receiving all the help you are entitled to. Learn
how to make your home more energy efficient and take advantage of financial schemes
to keep up with energy bills. Visit Keep Warm, Keep Well for details.

For further information on staying well this winter visit www.nhs.uk/staywell
On Line Appointments: There are now more appointments available to book on line.
Bottisham Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group would be delighted to hear from you –

please see the notice board in the waiting room for details, speak to the receptionist or look at the
practice’s website for further Information  www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
and see what your Patients’ Group has achieved.  We would welcome help with running
the group.

Walks for Health:  Lasting about an hour, the next walks with our accredited walk leader
Steve Gilson start at 11.00 am from the surgery car park on 9 and 21 February, 9 and 21
March 2018.  Do join Steve for a walk he would be delighted to see you.  Anglesey Abbey
walks continue on Thursdays at 10am from the reception area.

next Meeting: Next meeting will be Thursday 22 March 2018 at 6.30pm at the surgery.

Bottisham Patients’ Group

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 February.
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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The Royal British Legion Social Club

WHAT’S On THIS MOnTH AT 
THE LEGIOn SOCIAL CLuB

The Royal British Legion Social Club, Bottisham & St. James’s,
31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9DD

Tel. 01223 812063   www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Line Dancing every Wednesday (except the first Wednesday in the month.)
Bingo every 1st and 3rd Sunday.

Member’s draw, Meat draw and Play you cards right every Friday
OPENING TIMES Mon-Thurs 5-11pm : Fri 5-12pm : Sat-11.45-12pm : Sun 12.-11pm

Don't Forget The Regular Activities For You To Join In and Enjoy
Darts / Pool / Snooker / Billiards / Cribbage / Dominoes / Bar billiards
Also Hall and Poppy Lounge room hire available for all your functions

********

10th February
Bowling Club Jumble Sale

See separate advert for details and times
********

10th February
Valentine’s Dance 

with the ever popular group
Coast

Member's £5  Non member's £8

********

Bottisham British Legion Social club wins CAMRA Club of the Year
Award! While also achieving and maintaining the Cask Marque
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We will gather at the Quy Park Business park at the beginning of the cycle path at 10.30
There is room for some car parking if you need it
After a short speech, the ribbon will be cut and off we go to St. James’ Church in Lode
where we will gather for a buffet lunch and drinks. We do hope you will join us for this long
awaited celebration and make sure you decorate your bike, pram, wheelchair or yourselves
to make it even more lively. There will be a competition to design a logo for the path and
Meleena Walsh will be organising this in the local schools. The winners of the different age
groups will be able to cut the ribbon! Please come and join us but do make sure that all
children are accompanied by an adult. 

Lode Parish Council, 

Grand Opening of the Lode to Quy Cycle Path
Sunday March 11th - 10.30 

BOTTISHAM BOWLING CLUB

Saturday 10th February 2018 
at The Royal British Legion Social Club

Doors open 12.00 Noon - entry 50p

Items for sale may be brought to Legion from 10.00am
(no shoes please)

Further details from Cindy King on 811220

Jumble Sale
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GILES BREAM PENSION FUND
Applications are invited from widows or widowers to receive a

quarterly pension from the above charity.  
Applicants must be of good character and have lived in the Parish

of Bottisham at least seven years.
Please contact the clerk to the trustees for an application form. 
All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.

Coral Hatley Clerk to the trustees
29 Mill Road

Lode
CAMBRIDGE  CB25 9EN

e-mail: coralhatley@gmail.com
Tel: 01223 811457
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I am Phil Priestley - the Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant for East Cambridgeshire, which
includes Bottisham and many of the surrounding villages.

I have been offered the opportunity to write a short piece for the village magazine - The
Cresset - and this is fantastic for me as I’m always keen to find new ways to reach out to people.

I know that social media can be a contentious issue - but if you are a Facebook user - you
can find us by searching for Policing East Cambridgeshire. The materials that we publish come
directly from the daily activity of police officers and we write most of the content ourselves
when we get the opportunity. It’s an excellent way to stay in touch with us.

Reaching people and engaging with the public is a genuine challenge - and we’re always
trying to improve. We care very deeply about our communities. Most of our officers live in the
areas we police, and we’re residents and members of the public as well as police officers. I
hope that in being able to reach out through public meetings and through local newsletters (and
through social media) we can convince people that we are here to keep them safe, and do our
utmost with the resources available to us.

Today I have been meeting with Tony Jolley - Bottisham Parish Council - and like many
others he gives of his time very generously to try to keep up the high standards of Bottisham
as a village. I’m very grateful to Tony for his time.

He has highlighted to me a number of issues and we’re working together to help find solutions.
The first issue that we discussed was speeding vehicles on Lode Road and the High Street.
Speeding vehicles - specifically in this area - are particularly dangerous. The vicinity of the

Village College, the Children’s Centre and the Primary School is naturally of concern, and a
great deal of these areas is also residential. On behalf of Parish Council Tony is taking steps to
secure additional traffic calming measures from the County and District Council, including
speed measuring technology (I absolute salute these efforts). For my part I will be looking to
position available speed checks to support and enforce the agenda.

The second issue that we talked about was the parking of vehicles on double yellow lines
and pavement obstructions. Tony has asked me specifically for more enforcement activity in
relation to these vehicles particularly in the proximity of the village shops. It’s no secret that
nearly every Parish reaches out to ask for more enforcement and more high visibility policing
presence. We have a finite pot of resources that we have to be very pragmatic about. While I
cannot suggest that we will be providing ‘round the clock’ enforcement - there will be
enforcement activity, and these activities are going to be targeted at the periods of the day
where the problems are most acute.

Sadly this will mean that someone is likely to get fined - although we would much prefer that
in reading this article people will take additional care with their parking and avoid that outcome.

We will continue to work with Tony and the rest of the Parish Council - and we hope our
combined efforts will help to support the quality of life in the village.

With kind regards, Phil Priestley
Partnership & Prevention Sergeant, Cambridgeshire Constabulary - South, 01353 656611

Neighbourhood Policing
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Carpentry Services

TONY MARTIN
Over 30 years experience

Any carpentry jobs
undertaken — BIG or small

Call Tony 
for a free estimate
Tel: 01223 812786
(Bottisham)

Mobile: 07767475987Tel: 01223 813279 
Mobile 07711 578687
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codge.com
info@codge.com

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing 
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching •
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs &
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners •
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are
givers and not takers of
positive energy. ANONYMOUS
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1st Bottisham Scout Group
Hiring Service

Bottisham Scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit, 
jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc.

For hall hire contact Adam Paul 
adampaul@btopenworld.com • 01223 813531 • MOB 07841 930065

We also have a trailer and a trailer tent available for hire.
For equipment hire contact Peter Terry: 812684 

PREMIER InVESTMEnT MAnAGEMEnT SERVICES LTD

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised &
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s 
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com
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B
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G & LANDSCAPING

All Driveways & Block Paving
Site & Garden Clearance
Driveway Cleaning & Sealing
Fencing, Trellis Work & Decking

Patios & Paths
Turfing & Seeding
Concrete Crushing
Grab Hire & Digger Hire

AWARD
WINNING
DRIVEWAY
INSTALLERS

FREE 
Estimates & 
Advice

OFFICE: 01638 721 893  | SITE: 07789 261 266
amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk
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FOR ALL YOUR HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Kitchen fitting, all Carpentry,
Building works, Extensions

and Conversions

However big or small 

ianbray@hotmail.com
07412009901

Bray
Installations
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You will have gathered by now that the situation regarding cricketer Ben Stokes’ omission from
the Ashes squad has perturbed me greatly!  So I hope that some readers will have shared my
indignation when reading that the person who attacked and racially abused footballer Raheem
Stirling on the afternoon of Saturday 16th December, was not only charged, but tried and
imprisoned on Wednesday 20th December.  That’s FOUR DAYS folks!  How does that work,
then, when Stokes was dangling on a string, awaiting a charging decision for three months (and
counting), whilst his England team mates suffered a ritual humiliation in Australia without
him?  I am almost (but not quite!) speechless over this!  What possible reason could there be
for these monstrous double standards…?!  

Still, at least Alistair Cook gave us something to smile about in the 4th Test by ‘carrying his
bat’ for 244 (the first Englishman to achieve this feat since Mike Atherton in New Zealand in
1997).  It didn’t bring us a victory but I guess it saved a modicum of ‘face’ by removing the
threat of a whitewash!  It doesn’t mask the obvious deficiencies though; not least the captaincy
of former wonder boy Joe Root.  He has done nothing to quell my early doubts about the naïveté
of his decision making and – without a century in the entire Ashes series – his batting form has
suffered dramatically from the burden of responsibility on his shoulders.  He is good enough and
young enough to survive having this weight removed for the time being so that he is free to make
the contribution England desperately needs. I call on the ECB to remedy this folly forthwith.

On a lighter note, an amusing snippet of news came to my attention recently.  Who
remembers Mike Pejic, the Stoke, Everton, Aston Villa and (briefly) England full back, known
for his, er, robust tackling?  Well, now 67 years old, he is now the UK Over 60 Taekwondo
champion, a title he first won in 2013 – almost 40 years after gaining the first of his four
England caps under Sir Alf Ramsey.  Remarkable, although I expect some wingers would
testify that he was already practicing martial arts in his football career!

I was also mildly amused, albeit with a tinge of sadness, by Lance Armstrong’s recent
podcast in which he lamented the treatment being suffered by Chris Froome over his recent
failed drug test.  You will remember that Froome was found to have a high dose of the
Salbutamol asthma medication in his blood during La Vuelta (which he won) in September.
Froome maintains that he took only a legal dose and medical opinions seem to indicate that
there are many variables affecting the accuracy of measurement, so – at the time of writing –
Froome is in the process of explaining himself whilst, for now, escaping a ban.

Anyway, what made me smile was Armstrong’s opening comment “I’m the last person that
should be opining on this situation”, followed by a 45 minute opinion on just that!  Whilst manfully
acknowledging his own part in the casting of cycling as “the sporting world’s doormat”,  he was
rightly critical of the disgraceful way in which the UCI leaked the test results to the media, and of
the way that Chris Froome’s legacy will be “tarnished forever”, even if he is exonerated. Let’s face
it: Froome could be finished now...  I feel almost physically sick even thinking about it. 

Time for some football. Another thing that has been worrying me in recent times...  whatever
has happened to the art of tackling?  I believe it is the forgotten skill in the game. Speaking as
someone whose abilities were better suited to the spoiling, rather than the creative elements of
the beautiful game, I have long since felt that the ‘Nobby Stiles’ characters were under-valued,
but nowadays, it appears to me that the skill of timing a challenge for the ball has been
swamped by the ‘new wave’ emphasis on intensity, pressing, and pressure.  And this is one of
the reasons why we see so many disputed fouls and penalty decisions.  

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 49



48

12 High Street Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9DA
Tel: 01223 811281 PO Tel: 01223 812863 

Shop opening: 5.30am-8pm 7 days
Post Office: 9am-5.30pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Your All-in-One Shop
Groceries, chilled & frozen food, delicatessen, confectionery, off-licence,

haberdashery, household, healthcare, stationery and greeting cards. 
Free local delivery of grocery orders 

TV licence, Top-ups, elec/gas keys/tokens, money transfer, phone cards, congestion charges.
Newsagency with home delivery to Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, 
Six Mile Bottom and Swaffham Bulbeck. Dry Cleaning & Floral Service

FREE TO USE ATM MACHINE
Vehicle Licences • Personal Banking • Foreign Exchange 

Phone Cards & Mobile Top-Ups • On-line Lottery.
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Firstly, players are ‘marking’ much too close to their opponents, which means not only can
they not see the ball at the moment it arrives, but the attacker can ‘feel’ the position of the
defender and ‘turn’ him more easily.  The late Dennis Thrower, ex Ipswich Town full back, later
manager of Woodbridge Town, used to teach me to mark at a ‘short arm’s length’. I used to
joke that I only had short arms anyway (and long pockets, some would say!) but the point is
that if, you touch the attacker on his back, he knows you’re there but cannot tell where your
weight is.  If he turns, he either gets tackled immediately or gives you a head start in the chase,
so the sensible option for him is to lay the ball backwards which, for the defender, is ‘job done’.

Secondly, the ‘new’ method of challenging seems to be to simply bundle an opponent over,
then remonstrate with the referee that the attacker has gone over too easily.  What a cop-out!
When the interpretation of the law on tackling was tightened up a few years ago, the intention
was to encourage attacking play.  To a certain extent this has been successful, but with forwards
being crafty (finding a partially extended leg to fall over) and defenders being lazy or stupid
(failing to time their tackles correctly) they have allowed the law of unintended consequences
to kick in and turned all the focus onto the referees.  Obviously the managers are happy with
this because it deflects attention from their incompetent players or poor team selections.  But -
was it a foul or was it a dive...?  It’s often both in my humble opinion, and no video replay is
ever going to resolve this conundrum because two people looking at the same incident in slo-
mo several times over will frequently disagree about the decision.

Which brings me onto video refereeing... (takes a deep breath)... but that’s enough diatribe for
one issue!  Watch this space for the nutty view on this proposed answer to all football’s problems!

TTFN - Gerry Daish

(Sports Nut continued.)

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE 

ADULT LEARNING
EVENING COURSES STARTING IN FEBRUARY INCLUDE:
Creative Painting and Drawing / Floristry / Microsoft Excel introduction

Singing for Fun (join at any time)
SATURDAY WORKSHOPS - 3 FEBRUARY 2018

Cook with your Kids / Get to Know your IPad/Tablet
Layered Lino Printing / Make an Appliqué Shoulder Bag

Mindfulness / Revamp your Make-up / Rush Basket Making
Russian Decorative Painting / Stained Glass Momento
SATURDAY WORKSHOPS - 17 MARCH 2018

Glitzy Glass Jewellery / Illustration for Beginners / Indian Street Food
Introduction to Digital Photography / Round Willow Baskets

Woodturning / Screen Printing / Yoga Morning

You can enrol at any time by visiting our website
www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning 

Tel: 01223 811372  email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org
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Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your  irst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully quali ied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 
 
 

when you present this advert.

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.
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Rebecca Golding
now has her new salon

in Burwell
Tues 30 Years’ 

9.30am-8pm Experience
Thurs All aspects of 

9.30am-8pm Hairdressing

Tel. 07742 997474
Free Parking at
67 Silver Street 

Burwell, CB25 0EF
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Once upon a Time…

“Sleeping Beauty alleges sexual harassment as Prince plants unsolicited kiss!”
The flurry of stories about consent, or absence thereof, means that even charming princes

can’t escape scrutiny especially if moves triumph to sanitise and de-gender age old childrens’
fairy tales, nursery rhymes and fables. Yet this is precisely what nurseries and primary schools
in some places are being asked to do. Why? Because such fairy tales are said by some
’millennial’ parents to, “reinforce gender stereotypes and give children skewed opinions about
body image and relationships and promote inappropriate ideas about sexual consent.” And
one parent is said to be so traumatised by it all that they have written to their son’s school
expressing "real concern" about the message their impressionable young son would take from
the tale about a stranger who kisses a woman in her sleep.

The stories we think of as fairy tales, nursery rhymes and fables all began as folklore with
mystical elements crafted initially for an adult audience in the longstanding fashion and
tradition of storytelling. These tales were based on adventure stories filled with bawdy
episodes, violent scenes, and, in places; toilet humour. The sole purpose was to entertain, and
in those days there was no need to ‘sugar-coat’ them any differently.

Then along came the Grimm brothers, amongst others, who made drastic changes, mixing
versions of the tales, filling gaps in the plot, resolving inconsistencies, and eliminating ‘sick’
humour. They also added a Christian sensibility, including moral instruction and happy
endings. In subsequent editions, the Grimm’s further censored the tales to make them more
accessible and more considerate of young children as readers and listeners. Over the last two
hundred years, countless versions have further modified the original tales. We are now left
with stories that feature adult themes like love but without the sex, rebellious plots but with
happy endings, and gruesome violence but described in a befuddled tone.

Professionals in this field suggest children are attracted to the simplicity of fairy tales. The
characters’ problems are ordinary, and the figures are clearly drawn; they are “either good or
bad, nothing in between, and as a result they are known only by their gender like, ‘boy and
girl’ or by their role like, ‘stepmother’ or ‘giant’. When they do have names they tend to be
descriptive, like ‘Cinderella’, because she was covered in the dust of cinders. As a result, the
characters are readily relatable. We see charming princes, helpful animals, and wise old
people personifying the forces of good; and fairies, godmothers, and other meddling magical
creatures symbolising the vagaries of life outside our control.

But whether we should continue to read the dark tales that so enthral our children is now the
subject of debate put forward by activists that, if successful, will see yet another stone removed
from the already teetering column of that cherished period known lovingly as ‘childhood’. As
it turns out those on the other side of the debate thankfully remind us of the many reasons why
we should continue to read Fairy Tales to our children and grandchildren: to work through fears
and conflict, to foster imagination, to teach and promote cultural literacy, to encourage learning

Jolley Old World

(Jolley Old World continued on page 55)
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JEFFREY D. WICK
PAINTER / DECORATOR
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES

OAP Discount

Reliable & Professional service

Phone: 01223 813762
Mobile: 07788 165676

11 Heath Road
Swaffham Bulbeck

Cambridge
CB25 0LS
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(Jolley Old World continued from page 53)

through storytelling, to impart morals and to build problem-solving skills and resilience. Now
resilience is certainly something that a lot of modern day adults lack...

So after ‘Sleeping Beauty’ what will the next target or targets be? Well, how about the tale
of ‘Cinderella’ who is made to do the nasty jobs by a non-traditional family thus implying
non-traditional families are harmful. And watch out - there's no doubt about it, the ‘Beast’ will
soon be exposed for sexual harassment in the work place. As for ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ –
well, going to visit grandma will leave children frightened of being eaten by a wolf.  And we
are told ageism; cannibalism, sexism, promiscuity and a non-consensual kiss are all embodied
in the tale of ‘Snow White’.

Like the vast majority I and my children grew up, and now my grandchildren are growing
up, with the Grimm and Disney versions of ‘Sleeping Beauty’. When as a child and then a
parent it never occurred to me – or to anyone else for that matter – to question whether it was
appropriate for the prince to kiss her when she had no say in it; that was chivalry and his role,
just as hers was to be rescued. It’s only when the ‘thought police’ involve themselves in the
pretence they are doing it for the good of society that such matters get morphed into a sinister
context. Fairy tales, nursery rhymes and fables are all surely part of the fun, magic and
mystery of growing up. So, if the cap fits please do not deny others of that very brief and
treasured time in a short cherished life known tenderly as ‘childhood’?

JOW
By the way you do know that bears don’t really eat porridge...!

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

QUIZ
NIGHT
SATURDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 7.00 FOR 7.30pm
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION SOCIAL CLUB
£7.50 PER PERSON INCL. PLOUGHMANS

Maximum 6 per table
Please contact Margret Coles 812199 

to book a table 
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The cost is £12 per couple, which includes interval tea/coffee. You are
welcome to bring along your own refreshments. There is ample parking on
site. For further information please contact: Frank and Sue Hancocks,
01638 741159 or check out our website: www.letsdanceclub.org.uk
*Let’s Dance Club is a “not for profit” organisation established to provide dances for the community.

LET’S DANCE
Come and join us dancing on Saturday evenings in the Main Hall at
Bottisham Village College.We will have music for Ballroom, Latin American
and popular Sequence dancing.

Dates:  January 13th, February 10th (Black Tie optional), 
March 10th, April 21st and May 12th (Masked Ball)

Time: 7.30pm to 10.30pm.



58

REFLEXOLOGY
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y

Reflexology has been 
an effective treatment for:

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis 
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including
PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders •

Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions
(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies!
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old.

Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA

Tel: 01223 811045 

**Gift vouchers available**
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HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD

Clarence House, 7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA
Telephone: Newmarker 01638 742873 - Mobile 07932 773515

email: harrisonsofburwell@gmail.com
Gas Safe Registered
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6262
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Monday Closed
Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm
Wednesday 10-11.30am
Thursday 3-5pm
Friday 6-8pm
Saturday 10am-12noon

Working in Partnership with the
County Library Service.

Bottisham Parish Council
CHAIR 
CHRISTINE BRYANT

PARISH COUNCILLOR
MIKE BACON
HILDA BUCHANAN
MARIA DICKSON
LINO DI LORENZO
NICK JERMAN
TONY JOLLEY
ROMAN MACZKIEWICZ
STEVEN O’DELL
JON OGBORN
CLAIRE WALTON

DISTRICT COUNCILLO
ALAN SHARP
DAVID CHAPLIN

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
MATHEW SHUTER

PARISH CLERK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website: ..................................................................................WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.CO.UK
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Alan Brand..............................................................................01223 812558
Bottisham Surgery: ..............................................................................................................................................................

Enquiries and Appointments ...........................................................................................................810030
Out of Hours only - Urgentcare Cambridge..........................................................................................111

Bottisham Library: ............................................................................................................................812354
Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: ...................................................................................................01480 456111
Cambridgeshire Police: ................(NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999

Police community support officer Ian Hawkins PCSO 7274 at Ely Police Station ..Contact through 101 
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055
Bottisham & District Gardening Club: Secretary: Tricia McLaughlin...........................................811072
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary ..........................................................................811049
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121
Bottisham Community Primary School: .........................................................................................811235
Bottisham Cricket Club: Martin Wilson................................................................................07768 031979

Chairman: Will Allen ....................................................................07801 580604
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: Clerk - Coral Hatley..............................................................811457
Bottisham Pharmacy: ........................................................................................................................812321
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121
Bottisham Royal British Legion Club: Secretary - Suzy Woolley ..................................................812063

Branch Chairman: Dave Frost .......................................... www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones .....................................................................813040
Bottisham Sports Association: Graham Barker ................................................................................812087
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250

Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information.....................................................................811372
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ...............................................811600 
Bottisham Youth Football Club: Jim Tideswell ...............................................................................812591
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: ..................................................................................01353 665555
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Alan Sharp, 11 High St, Stetchworth  ......................01638 507485

David Chaplin, Tunbridge Hall, 60 Tunbridge Lane
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk ........01223 813917
Parish Council Chairman: Christine Bryant ....................................................................................811767
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood .................................................................................07914 219732
Queen’s Court Day Centre: ..............................................................................................................811905
MP for Cambs South East Constituency: 

Lucy Frazer, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA...............................................................................
E. lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk W. www.lucyfrazer.org.uk

Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ...................................................................0845 3030666
Saplings Playgroup Playhut:.............................................................................................................813226
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm
CRESSET Editor: .............................................................................................email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole ................................................................................................................................812573
Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com ..................................................01449 675548

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements.






